
 

 

Global Citizenship at Barnehurst 

Yr 
Topic and 

global goal 
Project outcome 

R  
 

Blue vs pink, 
what do you 

think? 

 

 

Throughout the Spring, Reception explored Gender Equality. The children were introduced to the topic by 
having to decide which toys are made for girls and which toys are made for boys. This caused a great debate 
in the class, however Reception decided that all toys are for both boys and girls to play with and that 
children choose the toys they want to play with because they LIKE the toy, NOT because of their gender. 
They then learnt about various jobs roles and how sometimes some jobs can seem stereotypical, when 
actually both men and women can do all jobs. It’s about SKILL SET and not GENDER.   
Reception were surprised to find that signs were posted around the class saying “No boys allowed” and “No 
girls allowed” in certain choosing areas of the classroom. The children felt very passionate about how unfair 
this was, and were experiencing first- hand the feeling of prejudice. This experience really taught them, how 
to show compassion and it made them appreciate being able to play with all the toys and with all their 
friends. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed our Gender Equality topic, which led to wonderful discussions and gave the 
children an opportunity to share their thoughts and opinions. To show their understanding of the topic, the 
children created posters to raise awareness for Gender Equality and put together a short video to send 
home to their parents. We hope you enjoy it!  
Reception - Global Citizenship video  
 

1  
 

Belonging 

 

 

 

Last term, we looked at belonging and what it means to belong. We began looking at our local area and 
finding what we liked and disliked and what made it home. Following this, we looked at communication. We 
found out different ways to communicate such as brail and sign language. We wrote our own codes and 
deciphered what they meant and also hunted around school, home and the classroom to find signs and 
symbols and decide what they meant and how they helped us communicate.  After that, we researched 
human rights and discussed whether someone from another place, another planet deserved the same rights 
as us. The children had mixed opinions on this until we linked it to our core text Beegu and the children- who 
had a connection to her and felt sorry for her- decided that Beegu should be looked after and we should be 
kind friends to her.  
Finally, we spoke about making a welcome video to make people feel a sense of belonging in Barnehurst. We 
discussed our favourite areas and why they were our favorite areas. Together, we then wrote a script to help 
us with our video. The children came up with their lines and rehearsed them together and we then recorded 
a video to welcome people to our school. 
 Year 1 - Global Citizenship video  
  

2  
Gender 
equality 

 

 

Throughout the Spring Term Year 2 have learnt about Gender Equality.  They learnt about significant figures 
in history and the impact that their work had on the world; particularly those figures who challenged gender 
stereotypes in their jobs and beliefs.  The term ended with an engaging Mary Seacole workshop where the 
children were able to consolidate their learning and participate in acting activities to really get a feel for 
some of the aspects of Mary Seacole’s remarkable life. Year 2 learnt about the meaning of gender 
stereotypes in relation to jobs, toys and clothing and discussed and shared their opinions around this.  To 
share their learning about Gender Equality Year 2 designed and 
created their own gender neutral t-shirt.  In order to still share their 
project outcome with our Year 2 families this was presented via video 
instead of the intended fashion show.  The video showed some of the 
influential individuals the children had learnt about, their designing 
and creating process for their t-shirt and then finally the children 
modelling their t-shirts.  Year 2 - Global Citizenship Video 

https://youtu.be/mp4jQN4RNis
https://youtu.be/rPxPMIbNxOA
https://youtu.be/6XKkSEbutZM


 

 

3  
Water 

warriors 

 

 
Last term Year 3 became ‘Water Warriors!’  We started the term 
by exploring water and the importance of it in our everyday lives.  
Our core text ‘The Water Princess’ inspired us to explore water  
shortage in Burkina Faso. We were shocked to discover that  
almost half the country lives without clean water, clean toilets and 
good hygiene. As a result of this, we were determined to  
take action and help others who are less fortunate than us.  
 
We decided to raise money for Water Aid – which coincidentally is also concerned about Burkina Faso and 
needed financial support. We wrote persuasive letters to our families asking for donations and held a 
sponsored walk on the 1st of April 2021. We also made posters convincing others to help our cause as well. 
We raised a massive £365! 
 
  Our project is linked to the sustainable development goal ‘Clean water and Sanitation’. It was also a 
revelation for us all - to see how much we take water for granted in our part of the world. This inspired us to 
work hard on this project!  
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Crime

 

 
Throughout the Spring Term Year 3 explored the topic of crime. They learnt about crime throughout the 
ages, particularly during the medieval times and have compared how crime and punishments have changed 
over time.  
 
We have focused on a core text of ‘Ghost Boys’ by Jewell Parker Rhodes, this linked to the school value of 
Equality and various global goals. As part of our learning linked to the text; the children had to debate from 
both viewpoints, take part in a conscience alley and become the characters taking part in a hot seating 
session. A range of discussions were undertaken, linked to current affairs such as BLM and how people are 
judged and treated differently dependent on race. The children thought carefully about how this can impact 
the world we live in and how they as the next generation can make a change.  
 
To celebrate the learning at the end of the topic Year 4 took part in a Murder Mystery event, requiring the 
children to use their geographical and crime skills/knowledge to narrow down the suspect list until they 
found out who the culprit was.  
 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

5 You, me and 
all of us 
together 
 

 

Our project this term was aimed at raising the children’s awareness of refugees and how we can help them. 
We wanted the children to know why people may have to leave their homes and become empathetic 
towards the challenges they may face.  
 
We began our topic by introducing a picture of a suitcase and asking the children who it might belong to and 
why they might need it. We then discussed children’s ideas, before revealing items that were inside a 
suitcase, such as: a toothbrush, a family picture and a cuddly toy. The children’s ideas then moved away 
from the idea of someone going on holiday. We then explored who the suitcase might belong to and where 
they might be going if they had decided to take those items with them. We then asked the children to decide 
what they would take with them if they had to leave their homes and also what they would choose to leave 
behind if they did not have enough space. 
Children learned about refugees, reasons why they have to leave their 
country, what countries they might come from, and what countries take 
refugees in. They had a virtual visit from the Migration Museum, where they 
were able to hear of different people’s stories of migration and learn facts 
about what migration has brought to the UK. 
 
The children became engrossed in the topic, as well as our core text ‘The Boy 
at the Back of the Class’ and were especially inspired to make a change. In 
order to raise money, we decided that we wanted the children to do 
something meaningful in order to gain sponsorship from our school 
community. The children designed their own obstacle courses to be carried 
out in the Summer term in order to raise money for charities such as GRACE, who support refugees both in 
the UK and across the World. They have also written letters to parents and carers appealing for sponsorship.  

6  
 
War  

 

During the spring term, Year 6 explored World War II through their Global Citizenship as well as English, art 
and history. During English lessons, both at home and in school, children explored World War II by watching 
selected clips from the film Dunkirk for inspiration. They then used this hook as a tool to inspire them to 
write a variety of different types of writing including newspaper articles, a propaganda speech and action 
narrative. Children also watched a short film called Mourning Dove and wrote some amazing narratives 
based upon a description comparing the feelings and emotions of someone going off to war, with another 
character staying at home.  
 
As part of the term’s Global Citizenship lessons, the focus was on the study of the history of World War II. 
Initially, children produced a timeline of World War II and its key events. Then, the children researched and 
wrote an introduction to World War II and the reasons why it began. Children used a variety of sources of 
information, including the internet, to find out information about Adolf Hitler and wrote a fact file about 
him. Additionally, film clips were used for the children to understand about the war impact on populations 
and how it affected daily life in Britain. At the end of the first half of spring term, during remote learning and 
at school, the children went on a virtual visit to the Imperial War Museum and were able to watch first-hand 
film clips from the era and understand more about the war and the impact on life in Britain. Following the 
return to school, the children participated in quizzes to reinforce their learning on World War II; explored the 
end of World War II and VE Day. Finally, the children participated in an evacuation afternoon to learn how it 
really felt to be an evacuee during the war.  
 



 

 

In art, during remote learning, the children went on a virtual visit to the National Portrait gallery and the 
Tate Art Gallery, and were invited to participate in a variety of online art activities. Following the return to 

school, the children conducted an artist study of the work of Paul Nash and 
were able to form an opinion of his artwork from World War II. Additionally, 

the children planned, sketched and painted a watercolour painting in the 
style of World War II artists. The outcome of the project enabled the 

children to create their own classroom art gallery. The World War II project 
was extremely successful in engaging children creatively in history, English 
and art whilst learning all about the history of the events during the war.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


